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Why do we need Natural Capital 
Accounts when we have State of 

Environment Reporting?



South Africa’s 
Policy on State 
of Environment 
(SoE) Reporting

“At present there is no comprehensive and systematically 
analysed information available on the state of the environment 

to use in developing policy and identifying priorities” 

(RSA, 1997, White Paper on Environmental Management Policy)



South Africa’s Policy on State of 
Environment Reporting (SoER)
The 1997 White Paper on 
Environmental Management Policy 
contains specific policy relating to SoER
–

Information on the state of the 
environment and activities with an 
adverse or damaging effect on it is 
essential for effective environmental 
management, protection and 
coordination.
The Department must monitor the 
state of environment;
The Department must report on the 
state of the environment;



The SoE Policy (Cont.)
The state of the environment must 
be reported regularly and 
periodically;
The state of the environment must 
be reported transparently;
The state of the environment report 
must provide accurate, timely and 
accessible information about the 
condition and prospects of the South 
African environment;

The state of the environment report 
must increase public understanding 
about the condition and prospects of 
the South African environment; 



The SoE Policy (Cont.)
The state of the environment 
report must report on the 
effectiveness of policies and 
programmes designed to respond 
to environmental change, 
including progress towards 
achieving environmental 
standards and targets;
Government will support both 
applied and basic research on the 
state of the environment;
The department must develop 
indicators for the state of the 
environment and indicators to 
measure the success or failure in 
achieving policy goals.



The current 
status quo

“The technology we use to present and consume information 
has changed. The toddler who understands that tapping a 

glassy surface should make an image change demonstrates that 
technology is developing at an unprecedented rate, and unless 

we are constantly attentive we risk being left behind.” 

(Zoe Sadokierski, School of Design, University of Technology Sydney, 2013)



State of environment reporting
1999, the “National State of the Environment 
Report on the Internet for South Africa” and it’s 
associated “State of the Environment South 
Africa 1999 - An Overview”;

2002, “Environmental Indicators for National 
State of the Environment Reporting: South Africa 
2002”

2006, “South Africa Environment Outlook - A 
report on the state of the environment; and

2016, the “2012 2nd South Africa Environment 
Outlook - A report on the state of the 
environment”



Although the department has been 
publishing SoERs from time to time 

since 1999 there appears to be a 
growing sense amongst internal and 

external stakeholders that these 
reports may be becoming less and 
less useful in this rapidly evolving 
Information Age that is now being 
referred to as the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution.



POST-2020 STATE 
OF ENVIRONMENT 
INFORMATION 
PROVISION

Summary introduction to the project aimed at 
Bringing South African State of Environment Reporting Into 

the Information Age



Problem Statement

The current 5 year printed State of 
Environment reporting approach is outdated 
and is not effectively contributing to the 
creation and maintenance of an 
environmentally literate South African society.
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The big picture

The overall departmental goal –
• Environmentally literate South Africans

Success indicator –
• A significant, measurable and sustained increase 

in public environmental literacy
The SoE 2025 Project Objective –
• The departmental state of environment 

information provision system is an important 
contributor to improved South African 
environmental literacy
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SoE 2025 Success Indicators

A significant, measurable and sustained increase in 
environment information provision system website 
visits;
A significant, measurable and sustained increase in 
environment information provision system website 
visit time;
A significant, measurable and sustained increase in 
downloads from the environment information 
provision system website;
A significant, measurable and sustained increase in 
visitor diversity.
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Project Strategy

Start with a basic web-based information reporting 
system with basic automated functionality (e.g. live-linked 
documents, websites, glossary) and plan for continuous 
improvement and development as technology and user 
needs change.
Identify the current key target user groups, establish what 
information they want and how they want it and respond 
accordingly.
Identify the desired new target user groups, establish what 
information they want and how they want it and respond 
accordingly.
Increase the user base with information that caters to 
knowledge gaps and new and emerging issues.
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Project Strategy (Cont.)

Find ways of presenting information in ways that interest 
and engage the youth.
Find ways of engaging users in fun learning activities –
games, scenario generators, etc.
Provide for two-way interaction – user registration, user 
notifications, warnings, etc.
Provide for citizen science input.
Facilitate regular user feedback.
Run focussed awareness-raising campaigns around 
identified areas of low awareness.
Monitor the basic success indicators and adjust the 
strategy accordingly.
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Project Phasing
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Phase Description Success Indicator Means of 
measure

Phase 1: The 
Design Phase 
(April 2019 to 
March 2020)

The participatory development of the detailed 
description and plan for practical 
implementation stages of a new approach to 
state of environment and outlook reporting that 
exploits the immense information management 
and dissemination potential of the information 
age in order to realise the project objective.

A detailed, broadly 
supported, project 
document

A DEA/Mintech 
approved 
project 
document

Phase 2: Stage 1 
Development
(April 2020 to 
March 2022)

The implementation of the first stage of the 
project implementation plan being the 
development, testing and launch of the initial 
components of the new state of environment 
information provision system 

The SoE 2025 Stage 1 
project is completed 
as planned, on time, 
and on budget

Project 
implementation 
progress 
reports and 
completion 
report

Phase 3: 
Operation and 
expansion (April 
2022 to March 
2025)

The operation and maintenance of Stage 1 
components of the new state of environment 
information provision system and the design and 
implementation of approved additional 
components and functionality 

Improved state of 
environment reporting 
system user 
satisfaction

Results of 
periodic user 
satisfaction 
surveys



POST-2020 STATE 
OF ENVIRONMENT 
REPORTING AND 
NATURAL CAPITAL 
ACCOUNTS

Natural Capital Accounting (NCA) is not just a tool for bean 
counters. NCA is a way of understanding our world, and the 

choices we make as a society.



“[The] State of the environment report [must] 
…provide accurate, timely and accessible 
information about the condition and prospects of 
the South African environment; …increase 
public understanding of these issues; [and] 
…report on the effectiveness of policies and 
programmes designed to respond to 
environmental change, including progress 
towards achieving environmental standards and 
targets.” 

(RSA, 1997, White Paper on Environmental Management Policy)
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Natural capital accounting (NCA)

NCA links natural capital to a country’s system of national 
accounts. Using best available knowledge and robust, 
globally endorsed methodologies, it can help public and 
private sector actors to understand more about the 
interactions between the economy, society and the 
environment. 
NCA can be applied to monitor progress against achieving 
the goals of the National Development Plan (NDP) and the 
global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
It helps us know more by providing consistent, comparable 
information from one year to another - suitable for trend 
analysis, forecasting, footprint analysis, and integrated 
planning and assessment. 
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Natural capital accounting (NCA)

It provides another source of statistical information that 
adds to the richness of evidence available to policy and 
decision-makers and policy-shapers. 

NCA is a tool to support South Africa moving towards a 
green economy as a sustainable development path in line 
with the country’s NDP.

This is particularly important given the growing recognition 
of the benefits that ecosystems and ecological 
infrastructure provide to people, including for food and 
water security and adapting to the impacts of climate 
change. 
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Conclusion

State of Environment Reporting and Natural Capital 
Accounting are not in competition
Natural Capital Accounts add to the richness of evidence 
available to policy- and decision-makers and policy-shapers

Natural Capital Accounts will be a fundamental  
component of state of environment reporting 

in the information age.
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Let’s Bring South Africa’s State of 
Environment Reporting into the 

Information Age

Thank 
You For 

Your kind 
Attention
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